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THE 43RD HONG KONG
WATCH & CLOCK DESIGN COMPETITION

COMPETITION RULES

ORGANISER AND CO-ORGANISERS

The competition is organised by the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair 2026
Organising Committee (hereafter referred to as the Organiser), co-organised by Hong
Kong Watch Manufacturers Association Ltd and The Federation of Hong Kong Watch
Trades & Industries Ltd.

OBJECTIVE

To promote and encourage new ideas which further enhance the design and quality of
Hong Kong watches and clocks, and thereby promoting their sales both locally and
overseas.

CATEGORIES
* Open Group (individual designers and companies)
¢ Student Group (full-time students)

** Contestant must be from a Hong Kong registered company or a Hong Kong
resident. The organiser reserves the right to require contestants to present their
HKID for verification.

** For company contestant, please attach a copy of valid Business Registration
Certificate when submitting the application form.

** All Student Group participants must be full-time students of a Hong Kong
registered school. Please attach a copy of Student card with the application form.
The Student card copy will be deleted or destroyed 3 months after the
competition.

THEME OF DESIGN

¢ Open Group: Transcending Time
By translating sensory language -- visual, auditory, and tactile -- into design elements,
explore new possibilities and interpretations that move beyond the boundaries of time.

e Student Group: Contours of the Breeze
Express the journey of life through individuality, movement, and possibility by
capturing the ever-changing contours of the breeze with the artistry of timepieces.

DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES

e All entry drawings accompanied by a completed and signed application form must be
submitted by email to HKWatchandClockDC@hktdc.org on or before 23 April 2026
(Thursday), for the first judging.

¢ Finalist will be selected and notified by mid-May 2026, and informed of the final
judging date scheduled for July 2026.

® The design functional mock-ups of the Open Group finalists and the watch design
presentations of the Student Group finalists must arrive at the Organiser’s office on the
day final judging, scheduled in July 2026.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

e Each contestant may submit at most 5 entries. Awards are however limited to one per
contestant (excluding The Made-to-Sell Award).

e Each entry must be accompanied by a completed and signed application form.

e Each entry has to consist of a visualisation drawing and a dimensional drawing for the design.
Contestants are free to submit additional drawings to demonstrate more fully their ideas. All
drawings must be submitted in high-resolution photos in A3 size, 300dpi, or 3508 x 4961 pixels
(jpeg format files are preferred), and must clearly show the top, front and side views of the entry.

e Each entry must include a brief description in both English and Chinese of how the design
embodies the competition theme, with no more than 100 words in each language.

¢ The name of the contestant must not appear on any drawing submitted. No design
should include or show any registered trademark or logo.

e All entries of the Student Group and the individual contestants of the Open Group must be
their original design, designs undertaken on behalf of clients or made in the course of his
employment with his employer are not eligible.

e For company contestants of Open Group, designs undertaken on behalf of clients are not
eligible.

e Entries that have previously won awards, or are intended for submission to participate in
any local or overseas design competitions before 5 September 2026, are not eligible. If a
contestant submits an entry similar to a previously awarded or commended design from
other public competitions, the contestant must disclose these designs in their application,
detail the differences between the prior design and the current entry, and provide
supporting documentation. Eligibility will be determined by the judging panel based on
information provided by the contestant.

e Entries must be new and original, and have not been launched in the local and overseas
market before submitting for the competition.




JUDGING
Entries will be judged in two rounds:

JUDGING CRITERIA
The judging panel will take into account the following factors in the selection of award
winning designs.

Originality & creativity and aesthetics will be the judging criteria in the first round of
judging. However, contestants are also requested to submit information on the
production details such as materials used, mechanism, etc. to justify the production
feasibility of their design(s).

The judging panel will select no more than 10 finalists for each group in the first round
of judging. The panel, however, reserves the rights to vary the number of finalists if the
quality level of entries so demands.

Open Group finalists will be asked to construct a full-scale mock-up of their designs,
while Student Group finalist will be asked to prepare a watch design presentation, for
the final judging. It is the finalist's responsibility to ensure that the mock-up/watch
design presentation accurately represents the original design drawing.

All finalists will be asked to present their designs at the final judging. Candidates will
be notified of the dates & details of the presentation session individually.

1st Judging

a) Originality & Creativity 80%

b) Aesthetics 20%

Final Judging

Student Group: Scores = Open Group: Scores
a) Originality & Creativity 40 . a)Originality & Creativity 40
b) Aesthetics 30  b)Aesthetics 30
c) Marketability 30 : c¢) Marketability 30
d) Watch Design Presentation 10 | d) Functional Mock-up 10
e) Presentation of Packaging or Display 10 : e) Mock-up Packaging and Display 10

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULT

Official announcement of result and presentation of awards will be made in early
Septmeber 2026.

The Organiser may display winning entries at the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair
2026 for promotion of the Hong Kong watch and clock industry and creative designs.
Except winning entries, all entries will be available for collection within one month from
the date of announcement of the Competition result.

Entries which are not collected within the specified time will be disposed by the
Organiser as it sees fit.

The Organiser reserves the rights to withhold granting any of the prize(s) if it considers
that the entry(ies) do not meet with the desired standard.

PRIZES

For Student Group

Champion

- A trophy, a certificate and a cash prize of HK$15,000

- To be offered a designated Watch-related programme # (Please refer to remarks)

1st Runner-up

- A certificate, a cash prize of HK$8,000

2nd Runner-up

- A certificate, a cash prize of HK$5,000

Merit Award (3 winners)

- A certificate, a cash prize of HK$2,000

The Made-to-Sell Award

- "The Made-to-Sell Award” will be presented to the entry regarded by the judging
panel as the best potential revenue generator. All finalists of the Student Group are
eligible for the award. (Please refer to remarks)

- A certificate will be presented to the winner.

For Open Group

Champion

- A trophy, a certificate and a cash prize of HK$15,000

- To be offered a designated Watch-related programme # (Please refer to remarks)

- Editorial coverage and one full page advertisement in the e-Fair Catalogue of the
HKTDC Watch & Clock Fair 2026



- To be publicised in the e-Fair Daily of the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair 2026

- To be publicised in the official website of the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair 2026

1st Runner-up

- A certificate and a cash prize of HK$8,000

- Editorial coverage and one full page advertisement in the e-Fair Catalogue of the
HKTDC Watch & Clock Fair 2026

- To be publicised in the e-Fair Daily of the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair 2026

- To be publicised in the official website of the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair 2026

2nd Runner-up

- A certificate and a cash prize of HK$5,000

- Editorial coverage in the e-Fair Catalogue of the HKTDC Watch & Clock Fair 2026

- To be publicised in the e-Fair Daily of the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair 2026

- To be publicised in the official website of the HKTDC Hong Kong Watch & Clock Fair 2026

Remarks

Winners may enrol the following designated watch programme by the HKU School of

Professional and Continuing Education (HKU SPACE):

- For Student Group: Certification for Module (High Horology) [The winner who passes
the exam will be awarded a Watch Advisor Certificate conferred by Fondation Haute
Horlogerie (FHH)], or

- For Open Group: High Horology Expert Certification Programme [The winner who
passes the exam will be awarded a Watch Expert Certificate conferred by Fondation
Haute Horlogerie (FHH)]

Apart from enrolling the designated programme above, the winner may also choose to

enrol other watch-related programme of his/her own choice, or to purchase

professional design software tool. Details of the alternative programme or design
software must be submitted by 30 September 2026 for the Organiser's approval.

Winners will be reimbursed for the actual cost of the designated watch programme

fee, or up to $10,000 for other watch-related programme or design software, against

official receipts. Official receipt should be provided before 31 December 2026, late
submission will not be accepted.

The selected final entry of "The Made-to-Sell Award" from the Student Group will

undergo a feasibility examination for the production of no more than 50 pieces and will

be promoted at the HKTDC Design Gallery (DG) on consignment basis for a minimum
cumulated display for 4 months (subject to the terms of HKTDC Design Gallery

Consignment Arrangement).

PRIZES ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Cash prizes and "The Made-to-Sell Award" are co-sponsored by Hong Kong Watch
Manufacturers Association Ltd and The Federation of Hong Kong Watch Trades &
Industries Ltd.

Trophies, certificates and other prizes are sponsored by the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC).

COPYRIGHT AND PRODUCTION RIGHT

Every contestant should, on entering his/her design in the competition, give an
undertaking that the design is original and he/she is the sole owner of all copyright in
and to that design.

The Organiser will exercise maximum care in handling all entries, however, the
Organiser will assume no liability for any damage or loss of any kind.

The Organiser will not be held responsible for infringement of copyright or patent law
connected with designs entered in the Competition.

The copyright of all designs will remain the property of the contestants who should
take proper measures to protect their own copyright of their designs. Following
announcement of results, contestants are free to negotiate such rights if they so wish.
The copyright of the design of "The Made-to-Sell Award" will subject to separate
agreement between the winner, and Hong Kong Watch Manufacturers Association Ltd
and The Federation of Hong Kong Watch Trades & Industries Ltd. HKTDC will assume no
liability for the copyright arrangement and the negotiation of copyright transfer, if any.

TERMS AND CONDITION

The Organiser will retain all the rights for printing, publishing and exhibiting the
winning entries and other selected entries on its discretion.

Entrants are to abide by the Organiser's decision on all matters relating to the
Competition, which shall be final. This includes the right to interpret, amend, cancel or
suspend the terms and conditions, prizes and other arrangements of the Competition
without prior notice.
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